
Our exclusive Q&A 
roundup provides 
the facts about 
7 products 
in the clear 
aligner 
market 

The Difference Is  Clear



3M Clarity Aligners
3M Oral Care

Related software and equipment 
What software or equipment is needed to submit files? 
3M Oral Care Portal, the software platform for submitting cases, 
is open and accepts high-quality STL files. The portal is web-based 
and can be accessed anytime from anywhere.
Does the software work on Mac, PC or both? Both.
Is there a purchase or lease cost for the software or equipment? No.
Is there a way for clinicians to adjust teeth via an app or program? 
Yes. The portal provides software tools for doctors to move teeth, 
including the Pivot Point feature, which allows clinicians to control 
the point from which the selected movements originate.

Materials
What type of testing has 
the material undergone? 
3M has been conducting 
clinical studies since 2016, 
involving more than 100 
subjects across 11 sites 
in the United States. In 
addition, extensive labo-
ratory testing and product 
engineering have been conducted to develop the Clarity aligner 
system. As part of FDA market clearance, the 3M aligner material 
passed biocompatibility testing in accordance with established 
international standards. (No 3M Oral Care product contains BPA as 
an added ingredient.)

Clinical background
How many treated cases have been completed?
3M has doctors across the United States using the system.

Training
What, if any, training is offered for orthodontists to develop a workflow 
in their clinical practice? 3M provides many levels of assistance 
for orthodontists, including field sales, clinical trainers, clinician 
support, technical support, educational courses and webinars 
through 3M Healthcare Academy.

Finance
What’s the typical fee structure? 3M’s fee is based on the number of 
treatment stages, with the setup fee included with the purchase 
of the aligners. Pricing is capped at 18 stages of aligners.
Are there fees for limited, extended or single-arch treatment?
Doctors can choose to treat with a dual arch or single arch and pay 
for only what they order.
Is there a stated fee for billing? Group or quantity discounts, 
or negotiated like quantity for brackets, etc. 
Do you offer a volume discount? Yes (contact a 3M orthodontic sales 
rep for details). 
Do you offer special financing to participating offices? 
Standard 3M terms and conditions apply.

Website 
3m.com/clarityaligners 
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ClearCorrect Clear Aligners
ClearCorrect

Related software and equipment 
What software or equipment is needed to submit files? 
Internet access.
Does the software work on Mac, PC or both? 
Both, as well as iOS and Android mobile devices.
Is there a purchase or lease cost for the software or equipment? No.
Is there a way for clinicians to adjust teeth via an app or program? 
If adjustments are needed to a treatment setup, doctors can click 
“disapprove” and let the company know what needs to change. 

Materials
What type of 
material is used to 
create the aligners? 
ClearCorrect 
aligners are made 
from a polyure-
thane resin that 
has been specially 
formulated for the 
company and is trimmed with a smoother contour, making aligners 
up to four times more retentive than other plastics.
What type of testing has it undergone? It has been tested extensively 
for stress retention, crack and impact resistance, clarity, and stain 
resistance, as well as for biocompatibility.

Training
What, if any, training is offered for orthodontists to develop a workflow 
in their clinical practice? ClearCorrect offers both on-demand and 
hands-on, in-person training, both of which include CE credit 
hours. To learn more, visit info.clearcorrect.com/education.

Finance
What’s the typical fee structure? With “Flex” and “Unlimited” pricing 
options, providers can submit cases for free, with no obligation, 
and choose either pricing option when approving the treatment 
setup. Flex lets clinicians pay per aligner for the exact amount of 
treatment they need, without squeezing into arbitrary presized 
bundles. The Unlimited option, paid upfront, covers any aligners 
needed, including revisions and replacements, for a full five years. 
(Even retainers are included—up to two sets every six months.) 
Both options include all shipping costs both ways.
Do you offer a volume discount? Volume discounts are calculated 
based on total orders placed within the previous 90 days. Users 
can earn volume discounts in increments of 1 percent, up to a 
maximum of 35 percent off standard fees.

Website 
clearcorrect.com 

Clear Image Aligners
Specialty Appliances

Related software and equipment 
What software or equipment is needed to submit files? 
A digital scanner.
Does the software work on Mac, PC or both? PC.
Is there a purchase or lease cost for the software or equipment? No.
Is there a way for clinicians to adjust teeth via an app or program? No. 

Materials
What type of material is used 
to create the aligners? 
Essix .035 material.
What type of testing has it undergone?  
All FDA requirements.

Clinical background
How many treated cases have been completed? 
Thousands. The company has been fabricating aligners for more 
than 11 years.

Training
What, if any, training is offered for orthodontists to develop a workflow 
in their clinical practice? Digital workflow.

Finance
What’s the typical fee structure? 
$58 per aligner.
Are there fees for limited, extended or single-arch treatment? Yes.
Is there a stated fee for billing? Yes.
Do you offer a volume discount? Yes.
Do you offer special financing to participating offices? No.

Website:
specialtyappliances.com 
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EZ-Align
DynaFlex

Related software and equipment
What software or equipment is needed to submit files? 
DynaFlex recommends digital STL files but also accepts PVS impres-
sions or working models. Most intraoral scanners allow clinicians 
to send scans directly to DynaFlex using the scanner’s drop-down 
menu; if a scanner doesn’t support this feature, clinicians can 
manually export scans directly to DynaFlex. The company accepts 
STL files from any scanner. 
Does the software work on Mac, PC or both? The software is web-
based, and thus compatible with both Macs and PCs. (It works 
best using Google Chrome.) The EZ-Align treatment review process 
allows doctors to view pretreatment and post-treatment models, 
as well as digital animations of movement with each aligner. The 
software also allows doctors to make and submit changes to 
their treatment plans. Cases are easily accessed and managed to 
facilitate treatment review and approval. 
Is there a purchase or lease cost for the software or equipment? 
The software is free. There are no initial or lease charges.
Is there a way for clinicians to adjust teeth via an app or program? 
The software is always being upgraded, and movement of teeth by 
the clinicians is one of the main considerations in its development. 

Materials
What type of material 
is used to create 
the aligners? 
EZ-Align uses 
an exclusive 
FasTrac material.
What type of testing 
has it undergone? The 
Gardner Impact test, 
which determines resistance to cracks that could cause appliances 
to break. FasTrac was found to be one of the best clear aligner 
materials to resist forces that lead to cracks in the material. It was 
also tested for stain resistance; the color model of the International 
Commission on Illumination Test was used as reference with the 
yellow color index to measure stain resistance. FasTrac material was 
immersed in mustard for 24 hours at 37 degrees Celsius and was 
found to be among the clear aligner materials that best resisted 
stain. 

Clinical background
How many treated cases have been completed? Thousands of cases 
have been treated in the U.S. and internationally.

Training
What, if any, training is offered for orthodontists to develop a workflow 
in their clinical practice? Clinicians should contact EZ-Align General 
Manager Francis Jerome B. Alcazaren for more information. 

Finance
For pricing questions, contact the DynaFlex billing department 
or EZ-Align at 800-489-4020.

Website 
ezalign.com 

Orthocaps
Ortho Caps
Related software and equipment 
What software or equipment is needed to submit files? 
Any scanner.
Does the software work on Mac, PC or both? Both.
Is there a purchase or lease cost for the software or equipment? 
No. Intraoral scanners are available through other companies.
Is there a way for clinicians to adjust teeth via your app or 
program? Yes.

Materials
What type of material is used to create the aligners? 
Multiple polymers: Single-layer polymer and dual-layer polymer. 
What type of testing 
has it undergone? 
Orthocaps has 
undergone 
extensive testing 
in Europe, and 
thousands of 
cases have been 
completed since 
2006.

Clinical background
How many treated cases have been completed? 
16,000 completed cases.

Training
What, if any, training is offered for orthodontists to develop a workflow 
in their clinical practice? Orthocaps training is provided in-office, 
via webinar or by tutorial.

Finance
What’s the typical fee structure? Depends on treatment program: 
Pro, Noctis, Plus and Basic or single-tray treatment programs.
Are there fees for limited, extended or single-arch treatment? 
Pricing for the Pro and Noctis levels are designed to finish the cases, 
while Pro and Basic levels have a fee for additional trays beyond the 
introductory level. 
Is there a stated fee for billing? Competitive with other aligner 
providers.
Do you offer a volume discount? Yes. 
Do you offer special financing to participating offices? Yes.

Website
orthocaps.com 
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Smart Moves Complete
Great Lakes Dental Technologies

Related software and equipment 
What software or equipment is needed to submit files? 
The software is cloud-based, and accessed using a web browser.
Does the software work on Mac, PC or both? Both.
Is there a purchase or lease cost for the software or equipment? No.
Is there a way for clinicians to adjust teeth via an app or program? Yes.

Materials
What type of material 
is used to create the 
aligners? Invisacryl.
What type of testing has it 
undergone? FDA approval.

Clinical background
How many treated cases have 
been completed? Hundreds.

Training
What, if any, training is offered 
for orthodontists to develop a workflow in their clinical practice? 
Great Lakes offers a full line of digital solutions with support, 
including intraoral scanners, desktop scanners and software.

Finance
What’s the typical fee structure? Pricing is tiered based on the 
number of aligners.
Are there fees for limited, extended or single-arch treatment? 
Fees scale with the size of the case, based on the number 
of total aligners required.
Is there a stated fee for billing? Yes.
Do you offer a volume discount? No.

Website
smartmovescomplete.com 

SLX Clear Aligners
Henry Schein Orthodontics

Related software and equipment
What software or equipment is needed to submit files? 
Doctor’s preferred intraoral scanner and Adobe Acrobat Reader.
Does the software work on Mac, PC or both? Both.
Is there a purchase or lease cost for the software or equipment? No.
Is there a way for clinicians to adjust teeth via an app or program? 
Adjustments are communicated to dentally trained technicians 
in the SLX DDX approver portal.

Materials
What type of material 
is used to create the 
aligners? ClearWear, a 
proprietary material. 
What type of testing 
has it undergone? 
It has been tested for 
biocompatibility and 
has undergone clinical evaluations.

Clinical background
How many treated cases have been completed? 
This aligner technology has treated more than 50,000 cases 
internationally, with a growing number of cases treated in the 
United States. 

Training
What, if any, training is offered for orthodontists to develop a workflow 
in their clinical practice? An on-demand onboarding video and 
support by HSO sales representatives, and a dedicated team of 
SLX Clear Aligner customer service representatives. 

Finance
What’s the typical fee structure? SLX aligner packages are offered 
for full treatment (fewer than 30 steps, a five-year assurance 
plan and one set of retainers); light treatment (fewer than 20 
steps or 40 individual aligners, with one refinement and one set 
of retainers); and express treatment (fewer than 10 steps or 20 
individual aligners, with one refinement and one set of retainers). 
Doctors should speak with their HSO sales representative for 
additional details and pricing. 
Are there fees for limited, extended or single-arch treatment? 
Yes. See above.
Is there a stated fee for billing? Billing terms are typically 30 days 
from the date of invoice.
Do you offer a volume discount? HSO offers special pricing and 
limited-time offers. Doctors should speak with their HSO sales 
representative to learn more. 

Website 
slxclearaligners.com 
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