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The results are in!

In late 2019, Orthotown members voted in droves for their favorite 
products, services and equipment—the elements that make their lives 
easier, their practices more productive, and their staff and patients happier. 
Over the next 10 pages, we’ll spotlight the winners who earned top honors 
for 2019 in five major categories. A hearty congratulations to all! 

If you already use these products in your practice, you can feel great 
knowing that you share your peers’ passion for finding the most effective 
ways to improve your patients’ experience. And if you’re looking for a 
better product or service, you can see what other docs have chosen as 
their raving favorites.

TOWNIES 
HAVE SPOKEN!

OFFICE EQUIPMENT p. 54

ORTHODONTICS p. 56

INFECTION CONTROL p. 60

RADIOLOGY p. 61

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT p. 62
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OFFICE EQUIPMENT

3D PRINTERS

Formlabs: Formlabs Form2
Formlabs’ Form 2 industry-leading desktop 
stereolithography 3D printer makes digital workflows 
accessible for labs and orthodontic businesses of any size. 
From print preparation to postprocessing, the Formlabs 
Dental platform provides a dependable, scalable workflow 
for a wide range of extensively tested indications, including 
splints, models and clear aligners. 
Information: dental.formlabs.com

RECEIVED 8% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

CURING LIGHTS: ORTHODONTIC LED

3M Oral Care: Ortholux Luminous
The Ortholux Luminous curing light redefines efficiency 
and performance in orthodontic curing with a versatile, 
ergonomic design and the latest in high-power LED 
technology, utilizing an optimized fiber optic light guide to 
achieve outputs of 1600 mW/cm².

RECEIVED 32% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

DIGITAL IMPRESSIONING

Align Technology:  
iTero Digital Impression 
System
Designed to work with the  iTero digital 
platform, the iTero Element 2 scanner 
transforms and streamlines orthodontic 
workflows with powerful chairside 
solutions. With faster processing and 
clearer imaging, the iTero Element 
2 scanner brings innovation to 
visualization. Information: itero.com 

RECEIVED 54% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

LASERS: ORTHODONTIC

AMD Lasers: Picasso Plus/ 
Picasso Lite Plus
The Picasso laser was designed 
with clinicians in mind while 
offering the necessary 
capabilities for experienced 
practitioners looking to create 
masterpiece smiles. Picasso soft-
tissue diode lasers provide effective, 
practical and affordable solutions for dental 
and orthodontic procedures. 
Information: amdlasers.com

RECEIVED 14% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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THERMOFORMING MACHINES

Great Lakes Dental Technologies: 
MiniSTAR S with Scan Technology
Achieves flawless adaptation by using positive pressure 
(60psi) and forming the heated side of the material 
over the model. Reaches working temperature in one 
second. Bar code scanner automatically enters the 
correct processing information. Ideal for fabricating 
splints, nightguards, mouthguards, bleaching trays, model 
duplication, matrix for temporaries, and invisible retainers. 
Information: greatlakesdentaltech.com

RECEIVED 29% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

MAGNIFICATION: LOUPES

Orascoptic
Orascoptic is best known for innovation, quality and clarity. 
Each loupe is custom-crafted and personalized to the 
individual’s facial geometry. The company manufactures 
2.5x–5.5x loupes and other interchangeable magnification 
options. Orascoptic also manufactures a wireless light, 
corded lights and an integrated loupe and headlight-in-one 
option (XV1).

RECEIVED 27% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

OPERATORY FURNITURE

Boyd Industries
Boyd Industries takes pride in 
manufacturing award-winning 
operatory equipment and 
cabinetry for orthodontists 
around the world. 
Just as they offer 
specialized treatment 
to their patients, Boyd 
provides reliable and 
personalized patient 
chairs, delivery systems, 
exam lights, stools and 
more, designed meet orthodontists’ highest standards and 
specialized requirements. Information: boydindustries.com

RECEIVED 27% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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BANDS AND ATTACHMENTS

American Orthodontics
American Orthodontics’ award-winning products such as 
MR1 bands, buttons, buccal tubes, closed- and open-coil 
springs, memory chain, Wildlife Series elastomerics and 
colored ligatures combine the quality and performance 
that orthodontists have relied upon for decades. American 
Orthodontics is focused solely on the orthodontic specialty 
with relentless innovation and continuous improvement.

RECEIVED 26% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

ORTHODONTICS

ACCELERATED TREATMENT TECHNOLOGY

OrthoAccel Technologies: 
AcceleDent 
AcceleDent is the only FDA-cleared 
Class II vibratory orthodontic device 
that allows orthodontists to achieve 
difficult tooth movements with aligners 
while maintaining control of both the anterior 
and posterior situation. AcceleDent not only 
produces more clinically predictable outcomes 
but also reduces treatment time and 
discomfort among patients.

RECEIVED 8% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

ARCHWIRES

American Orthodontics 
American Orthodontics’ wire portfolio gives a wide range 
of options to best fulfill treatment goals. Tanzo Premium 
Heat Activated, Iconix aesthetic wire and NT3 Superelastic 
all provide excellent quality. NT3 nickel titanium arch wire 
delivers exceptional superelasticity, shape memory and 
springback for precise control and predictable results.

RECEIVED 21% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

BONDING: ADHESIVES

American Orthodontics: 
BracePaste
BracePaste medium-viscosity adhesive 
fluoresces under UV light to allow clear 
sight of adhesive remnants to simplify 
cleanup. BracePaste is sold in 
syringes, carpules and kits that 
include two syringes, a bottle of 
BracePaste Moisture Tolerant 
Primer or FluorSure Primer, 50 sealant applicator tips,  
five spatulas and an applicator handle.

RECEIVED 15% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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BONDING:  
SELF-ETCHING PRIMER

3M Oral Care: 
Transbond Plus 
Self-Etching 
Primer 
Easy-to-use Transbond Plus 
Self-Etching Primer etches 
and primes enamel in one 
step. A single-patient-use foil pack contains premeasured 
etchant and light-cure primer that are applied together using 
a disposable applicator included with each pack. Works 
in both moist and dry environments. Use with light-cure 
adhesives. 

RECEIVED 51% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

BONDING: TRADITIONAL PRIMER

Reliance Orthodontic 
Products: Assure Plus All 
Surface Bonding Resin 
Assure Plus is the newest technology in 
artificial surface preparation. Assure Plus 
allows clinicians to successfully bond to gold, 
amalgam, stainless steel, composite, acrylic 
temporaries, lithium disilicate, porcelain and 
zirconia—all in one bottle. It also successfully 
bonds to wet or dry normal or atypical enamel. 
The ability to reduce variables, seen or unseen, 

makes it a smart choice in any bonding situation. Available in 
a 6ml squeeze bottle or single-dose caplets.

RECEIVED 61% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

BRACKETS: CERAMIC TWIN

3M Oral Care: Clarity Advanced 
Ceramic Brackets 
Clarity Advanced Ceramic Brackets are an all-around 
aesthetic solution for today’s patients. Small, comfortable and 
strong, they feature a proprietary stress concentrator on the 
base for predictable debonding. Designed for use on both 
upper and lower arch in a variety of prescriptions. Available 
with 3M-exclusive APC Flash-Free Adhesive, eliminating the 
flash removal step from bonding. 

RECEIVED 30% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

BRACKETS: METAL TWIN

American Orthodontics:  
Mini Master Series Brackets 
Mini Master brackets are 
part of a versatile metal twin 
system that orthodontists 
around the world have 
trusted for more than 25 
years. Combining diagonal 
torque and diagonal 
angulation, Mini Master 
brackets’ patented design dramatically increases bonding 
precision, leading to exceptional results with fewer bracket 
repositions and wire bends.

RECEIVED 28% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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CLEAR ALIGNER SYSTEMS

Align Technology: Invisalign 
Align Technology designs and manufactures the world’s 
leading clear aligners, the Invisalign system, as well as 
the iTero intraoral scanner. Both come together to help 
orthodontists achieve predictable clinical results while 
providing teen patients the digital treatment experience 
they’ve come to expect. 
Information: invisalign.com/treatingteens

RECEIVED 62% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

ORTHODONTICS

BRACKETS: SELF-LIGATING CERAMIC

Ormco: Damon Clear2
The Damon Clear2 bracket combines the passive self-
ligation technology of the Damon system with the aesthetics 
of polycrystalline alumina. Damon Clear2 provides an 
aesthetic solution for image-conscious adults and teens, 
while offering clinicians the performance and control needed 
to treat a wide variety of cases. 
Information: ormco.com/products/damon-clear

RECEIVED 11% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

BRACKETS: SELF-LIGATING METAL

American Orthodontics: 
Empower 2 Self-Ligating Brackets
Empower 2 self-ligating brackets 
deliver the performance 
orthodontists need with features 
that enhance the bracket’s strength 
and dependability. The Empower 
family includes bracket and system 
options that allow users to treat 
patients their own way. This includes 
a fully interactive system, fully passive 
system or combination dual-activation system.

RECEIVED 16% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

DIRECT BOND MOLAR TUBES

American Orthodontics
The next generation of buccal tubes, ifit 
tubes, are the ultimate combination of 
functionality, convenience and patient 
comfort. Featuring a near-horizontal hook 
orientation, centered funnel entrance, 
enhanced bond strength and fit, and an 
ultralow profile, the ifit family of tubes is 
the result of dedication to innovation.

RECEIVED 17% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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IMPRESSION MATERIALS: ALGINATES

Kromopan USA
Kromopan makes taking 
impressions simple with 
the introduction of the 
color-changing indicator. It is 
adaptable to different techniques 
and has diverse clinical case 
requirements. With a high degree of 
elasticity and accuracy, Kromopan offers 
enough working time as well as the shortest time in mouth.

RECEIVED 32% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

ELASTICS AND ELASTOMERICS

3M Oral Care
3M has long provided a wide 
range of elastomeric solutions, 
including intraoral elastics in 
a range of forces and sizes, 
continuous chain and other 
force modules, and ligature 
ties in many appealing, fade-
resistant colors, including the 
AlastiK Easy-to-Tie Ligatures that offer a 45-degree bend to 
assist in tie-wing engagement.

RECEIVED 17% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

FIXED CLASS II AND III DEVICES

Henry Schein Orthodontics: 
Carriere Motion
Carriere Motion 3D appliances and the sagittal-first 
philosophy they power are fueling a fundamental change 
in orthodontics. Motion 3D treats the AP dimension at 
the beginning of treatment before placing brackets or 
aligners. By resolving the most difficult part of treatment 
first, orthodontists can achieve a Class I platform in three to 
six months, shortening treatment time by a minimum of six 
months.  

RECEIVED 30% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

LABORATORY: ORTHODONTICS

Specialty Appliances
Specialty Appliances is an innovative full-service orthodontic 
laboratory with 35 years of experience and leadership. As 
the digital laboratory leader, Specialty continues to embrace 
technology to help the company perform for its customers 
and their patients. Every Specialty Appliances team member 
stands proud behind the company’s commitment to quality 
and service.

RECEIVED 18% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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ORTHODONTICS

ORTHODONTIC HAND INSTRUMENTS

Hu-Friedy
Hu-Friedy orthodontic instruments are forged from the 
highest-quality stainless steel, with an optimal blend of 
chromium and carbon. These elements ensure the creation 
of an outstanding instrument that resists corrosion given 
proper use and care. Each instrument is finished by hand to a 
satin luster; this nonglare surface keeps instruments looking 
beautiful.

RECEIVED 48% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

INFECTION CONTROL

STERILIZERS

Midmark
Midmark sterilizers 
are safety 
simplified. From 
the fast M3 to the 
workhorse M11, 
they are highly 
effective and easy to use. Designed to meet the needs of 
any orthodontic practice, Midmark sterilizers set a standard 
for worry-free instrument processing.

RECEIVED 38% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

SURFACE DISINFECTANTS

Kerr: CaviCide Spray/CaviWipes
CaviWipes offer the convenience of surface disinfection, 
decontamination and cleaning in a single disposable 
product. CaviWipes are disposable towelettes presaturated 
with CaviCide, an intermediate-level disinfectant effective 
against viruses, bacteria, fungi and TB. The nonwoven 
towelettes are recommended for cleaning and disinfection 
of hard, nonporous exterior surfaces where cross-
contamination is an issue. 

RECEIVED 30% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

TEMPORARY ANCHORAGE DEVICE

Ormco: VectorTAS
The Vector Temporary Attachment 
System (VectorTAS) is a 
coordinated system of miniscrews, 
attachments and instruments 
designed to facilitate a wide 
range of orthodontic movements 
using simple mechanics without 
requiring external devices. After implantation, the screw 
may be attached to coil springs and crimpable posts, which 
provide the force vectors to move teeth. 
Information: ormco.com/products/vector-tas

RECEIVED 25% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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RADIOLOGY

X-RAY EQUIPMENT: 3D IMAGING SOFTWARE

Planmeca USA:  
Romexis 3D
Romexis software allows capturing, viewing and processing 
of all types of data in one system, including 3D images, 
CAD/CAM files, 3D digital models and 3D digital photos. 
The software’s extensive tools, real-time monitoring 
possibilities and unique 
connectivity 
with Planmeca 
equipment help 
make every day 
more efficient and 
enjoyable.

RECEIVED 16% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

X-RAY EQUIPMENT: CONE-BEAM CT SCANNER

i-Cat: FLX V Series
Whether clinicians want to 
expand their implant, airway 
and TMJ services, transition into 
diagnoses and treatments, or 
simply become more competitive 
with other practitioners in their 
area, advanced imaging is fast 
becoming essential for all patient 
diagnoses and treatment. The 
i-Cat FLX V-Series cone-beam 
3D imaging product family offers 
flexible solutions with a uniquely 
upgradeable system that 
maximizes practice growth.

RECEIVED 17% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

X-RAY EQUIPMENT: DIGITAL IMAGE MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE

Planmeca USA:  
Romexis 2D
For 2D imaging, Romexis ties all Planmeca equipment at 
a dental clinic, including CAD/CAM technology, imaging 
devices and dental units, together to create a digital 
ecosystem. Working with Planmeca hardware, Romexis 
offers tools and features for all 
clinical needs 
and specialties 
to accurately 
capture, view 
and process 
dental images.

RECEIVED 19% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

X-RAY EQUIPMENT: PANORAMIC/
CEPHALOMETRIC MACHINES (DIGITAL)

Planmeca USA:  
ProMax 2D S3
The ProMax 2D S3 digital imaging center 
sets the benchmark in panoramic and 
cephalometric imaging. This unit 
offers Planmeca’s true extraoral 
bitewings, pan segmentation, 
linear tomography, sinus, TMJ, 
autofocus technology and 
dynamic exposure control, 
which adjusts exposure values 
for an individual patient’s 
anatomy.

RECEIVED 26% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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PRACTICE MANAGEMENT

ORTHODONTIC MARKETING

Sesame Communications
Sesame Communications is the industry leader when it 
comes to providing orthodontic/dental practices with proven 
and effective digital marketing and patient engagement 
solutions and strategies. Across every channel of a practice’s 
dental marketing, Sesame is an orthodontist’s partner in 
finding new patients and developing deeper connections 
with their current ones. 

RECEIVED 19% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

EQUIPMENT AND PRACTICE FINANCE

Bank of America Practice Solutions
For more than 20 years, Bank of America Practice Solutions 
has offered financial products and services to the dental 
community. Whether orthodontists own a practice or are 
just getting started, Bank of America Practice Solutions can 
provide customized financial solutions to fit their needs.

RECEIVED 15% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

ORTHODONTIC CONSULTANTS AND ADVISERS

Jay Geier’s Scheduling Institute
Scheduling Institute is the independent orthodontist’s 
partner for practice growth and achieving financial freedom. 
Jay Geier created SI’s first training in 1997 to improve new 
patient numbers. SI now teaches 23 different in-your-office 
trainings, offers two levels of doctor coaching, a CEO 
program and the industry’s largest private events, and runs 
the largest ortho training university in the country.

RECEIVED 8% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

PATIENT FINANCE

CareCredit 
For more than 30 years, 
CareCredit has focused on 
helping teams help patients 
get care. As dentistry has 
evolved, so has the CareCredit 
credit card. From technology 
to team training, CareCredit 
has created a wide variety of 
resources designed to help 
teams be more effective 
and efficient. Information: 
carecredit.com/providercenter

RECEIVED 32% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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SOFTWARE: PATIENT EDUCATION

Dolphin Imaging and Management 
Solutions: Aquarium
Aquarium is a dynamic patient 
education tool that fully utilizes 
high-quality 3D animated 
graphics. It is designed to 
demonstrate common 
and complex topics, 
including diagnostic 
findings, oral surgery and 
orthodontic procedures, 
pediatric conditions, appliance use and hygiene. Aquarium 
movies are network-ready and display beautifully on all 
monitors. Automatic updates delivered via the Internet.  
Information: dolphinimaging.com/aquarium

RECEIVED 14% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

SOFTWARE: ORTHODONTIC PRACTICE MANAGEMENT

Tops Software: topsOrtho 
Platform One is an award-winning orthodontic practice 
management system that’s backed by the company’s 
Lightning Cloud and unified into one fast, easy, and reliable 
app—topsOrtho. The unified platform offers a single sign-on 
for one bill and one treatment plan. 
Information: 770-627-2527 or topsortho.com

RECEIVED 32% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

SOFTWARE: PATIENT COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS

Sesame Communications: 
Ortho Sesame 
Ortho Sesame helps practices build a loyal patient 
community that keeps appointments, pays bills faster and 
refers friends and family. Designed exclusively for dentistry, 
Ortho Sesame is a powerful patient engagement solution 
that will delight both patients and teams.

RECEIVED 19% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.

WEBSITE DESIGN AND SERVICES

Sesame Communications 
Built exclusively for dentistry, Sesame’s responsive-designed 
websites make sure your practice turns visitors into new 
patients. Responsive design allows for seamless functionality 
on all platforms, including PCs, tablets and mobile. 
Responsive design creates a more efficient user experience, 
reinforces brand identity and strengthens engagement with 
prospective patients.

RECEIVED 27% OF VOTES IN THIS CATEGORY.
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